ldlife Action Plan
Conserving fish and wildlife resources for this and future generations
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What 1s the Wildlife Action Plan?

All states and territories are required by the US Fish and

Wildlife to come up with a Wildlife Action Plan that covers a 2075 CNMI WAP
10 year period and outlines conservation goals, objectives -
and actions that will be taken within that state to conserve il < 1 e
fish and wildlife populations. ‘%TZWWW "

The wildlife action plan allows each state and territory to be
eligible for certain funding sources that are NOT available
if they don’t have a plan. The plan is useful for coordinating
conservation efforts across agencies and between the
government and private groups who conduct conservation
projects within the Marianas. The first CNMI WAP was
drafted in 2005, it was revised in 2015, and we are revising
it again now - the revisions we are working on now are due
late 2025.




The WAP has Broad Objectives and Actions:

Includes objectives/actions on these topics:

Invasive species

Enforcement and regulations

Outreach and education

Marine Protected Areas

Coral reef restoration

Reduction of trash pollution

Qualified and stable workforce in conservation

Strategic implementation
Recovery of endangered species

Maﬁaga]’la Marine Conservation Area

A Fully Protected No-take Area




The WAP Identifies Species of Greatest
Conservation Need:

“Species of Greatest Conservation
Need” (SGCN) are those animal
species or groups of particular
importance to the people of the
CNMI for biological, cultural, or
economic reasons. These species
are selected using a rigorous
selection process.

SGCN Acropora coral in Saipan



Selection of Species of Greatest Conservation

Need
SOCIAL/
PUBLIC INPUT CULTURAL
SPECIES
ALL NATIVE
ANIMAL
SPECIES THREAT
RANKING
EXPERT INPUT e i
SPECIES

“BIOSCORE”



Full list of Species of Greatest Conservation Need can be
found on the DLNR website.

https://dInr.cnmi.gov/conservation-planning.html




Limits of the Wildlife Action Plan;

e The planis NOT an endangered species list involving requlations and
restrictions.

e Itis not a regulatory document - some species on the SGCN list are
endangered and are locally and federally protected - however, not all
species that are important to the CNMI are endangered. Species that are
Important culturally or economically are a management priority to ensure
persistence of their populations.

e The planis NOT a rule book, the document should be used to guide and
plan; should be fluid and flexible.



Review of 2015 WAP

Highlights from the last 10 years from the 2015 WAP goals and actions:

* Two coral nurseries established on Saipan which outplant and rehabilitate threatened corals

* New conservation laws including coral reef protection law of 2017 and greater monitoring of
fish markets

* Continued marine monitoring in Saipan lagoon to determine presence and distribution of
important marine species

* Research projects aimed at answering key questions about the life history, population status
and distribution patterns for our endangered species including Chichirikan Tinian, Ga’ ga’
karisu, and akale’ha

* Aga captive rear and release program successfully established on Rota

* Increase in education and on-the-job training opportunities ensuring a consistent local
workforce within conservation

This is not an exhaustive list, many agencies have completed projects outlined in the 2015 WAP that are not featured in this highlight reel. There are too many fantastic conservation projects to mention

here. Please visit our website and facebook page for more information on conservation projects in the CNMI.
https://www.facebook.com/CNMI.DLNR  https://www.facebook.com/cnmidfw  https://dinr.cnmi.gov/



https://www.facebook.com/CNMI.DLNR
https://www.facebook.com/cnmidfw
https://dlnr.cnmi.gov/

Highlights from the last 10 years from the 2015 WAP goals and
actions:

* Coral reef nurseries and coral reef monitoring on Saipan ensure our
reefs are healthy and resilient to changing conditions.
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Johnston Applied Marine Sciences coral DCRM Marine Monitoring program
nursery https://dcrm.gov.mp/our-programs/marine-monitoring-program/
https://jamssaipan.com/



https://jamssaipan.com/
https://dcrm.gov.mp/our-programs/marine-monitoring-program/

Highlights from the last 10 years from the 2015 WAP goals and
actions:

New conservation laws including coral reef protection law of 2017 and
greater monitoring of fish markets

Twenty-First Legislature
of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

MARCH 12,2019
an, umself, Represent Roman C. Benavente, Luis
Leepan T Edwin K. Propst, John Paul P. S:
) ing with an opportunity for the pub
sunscreen law
AN ACT

ish market
data
collection

AND OCTINOXATE WITHOUT A PRESCRIPTIO)

LICENSED HEALTHCARE PROVIDER; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

The Bill was referred to the House Committee on Commerce and Tourism, which submitted
Standing Committee Report 21-12; adopted 6/11/2019.

THE BILL WAS PASSED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON
FIRST AND FINAL READING, JUNE 24,2019
with amendments in the form of H. B. No. 21-28, HD1 an
THE SENAT

The Bill was referred to the Senate Committee on Resources, Economic Development and Programs,
which submitted Standing Committee Report 21-68; adopted 2/10/2020.
THE BILL WAS PASSED BY THE SENATE ON FIRST AND FINAL READING, FEBRUARY 10, 2020;
with amendments in the form of H. B. No. 2 HDI, SS1.

H.B.NO. 21-28, HD1, SS1 WAS RETURNED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON
FEBRUARY 11,2020,

The House of Representatives acoepted the Senate amendments and passed H. B. No. 21-28, HD1, §S
during its Third Day, Third Regular Session on February 18,

THE BILL WAS FINALLY PASSED ON FEBRUARY 18, 2020.




Highlights from the last 10 years from the 2015 WAP goals and
actions:

* Research projects aimed at answering key questions about the life history,
population status and distribution patterns for our SGCN including but limited
to: Chichirikan Tinian, Ga’ ga’ karisu, and Akale’ha
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Highlights from the last 10 years from the 2015 WAP goals and
actions:

* Aga captive rear and release program successfully established on Rota to bolster
species recovery goals. https://www.facebook.com/MarianaCrowRecoveryProject
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on Rota Rota


https://www.facebook.com/MarianaCrowRecoveryProject

Highlights from the last 10 years from the 2015 WAP goals and
actions:

% Increased education and on-the-job training opportunities ensuring a
consistent local workforce within conservation.




CNMI Wildlife Action Plan Revisions

The WAP is revised every 10 years. Minor revisions can be made at any time,
however, major revisions are required every 10 years. Major revisions
include:

o Reassessing status of all current and candidate Species of Greatest
Conservation Need » 3

o Public and stakeholder participation

o Updated goals, objectives, and planned actions




Which species should receive more
conservation attention?



What kind of conservation actions would
you like to see in the CNMI?



What are some of our greatest
conservation challenges in the CNMI?



Look for future drafts and
opportunities to provide
Input

May 2024

cccccccc tion.planner.dfw@gmail.com




